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daughter might be married to Bajirao, as a means of cementing
friendship between them. The marriage was accordingly celebrated,
but with a dagger ;39 and Bajirao afterwards brought Mastani away,
and kept her in a separate mansion built specially lor her in a part
of the grounds of the Shanavar palace at Poona.
One matter of considerable importance, to which attention is
being directed among Hindus at the present day, was dealt with by
an order of the Peshvas—which of them was then in power it is not
possible to say. The order provides, that no Brahman in Prant Vai
should accept a money payment for giving his girl in marriage; that
whoever received any money should forfeit double the amount of
it to Government; whoever pays any should forfeit as much; and
whoever may act as go-between in arranging such a marriage and
receive money for his services as such should forfeit the amount of
his brokerage. The official to whom the order is conveyed is direct-
ed to communicate the terms of it "in an emphatic manner** to all
the Brahman caste, and to all Jamindars, ecclesiastical functionaries,
officiating priests, astrologers (Joshis), and to Patils and Kulkarnis;
and he is ordered to recover the amounts as prescribed without listen-
ing to any pretext about expenses, &c. The letter now published
acknowledges receipt of this order, the whole of which it recites;
and promises to communicate it to the people of the town of Vai
and of Government villages, and to Deshmukhs and Deshpandes. It
is unnecessary to say anything more with reference to this order,
than that its all-embracing character deserves notice. All parties to
the nefarious transaction are hit at, the man who sells his girl, the
man who buys her, and the man who arranges the bargain and sale.**
It would thus appear, that under Maratha rule, the union of
Church and State was very close indeed; that it was not merely a
theoretical but a practically enforced union; and that it was so, as
well during the regime of the Maratha Rajas, as under that of the
Brahman Peshvas, though it is to be observed, valeat quantum, that
the order of the Peshva last mentioned bears the usual seal contain-
ing ths name of Raja Shahu." This is not much to be wondered at,
considering that the idea of a State leaving all ecclesiastical and reli-
gious affairs outside its own jurisdiction, is not one which is even
now universally accepted, and considering further that the main ins-
**A» to this compare inter alia, Malcolm's Central India, Vol. II, p. 158.
**See Letters, Memoranda, &<x (K.L Sangraha), pp. 121-2. Mami, chap.
Ill, st, 51 et seq. and chap. IX, st 98 et seq. forbids what he in terms stigmatizes
as a sale of a daughter, and the established name for the transaction in Marathi
still is Kanyavikraya or sale of a daughter. See also Mann, chap. X, 62 et seq.
It wiH be seen that the particular sanctions enacted by the Peshva are not
such as can be found in the Manu Smriti, and so far the Peshva's order is in
its nature, legislative, to borrow a term appertaining to the conceptions of
foe present day.
"In the Kayastha Prabhunchi Bakhar, p. 12, is a letter from the Peshva
making a recommendation, and one from the Raja issuing the required
orders through the Panditrav.

